
WINTER 2026 BLUNDY FAMILY                  
MARINE SCIENCE INTERNSHIP 
Now Accepting Applications until December 10th, 2025

The California Ocean Alliance (COA) is excited to announce a paid, in-person research opportunity through the 
Blundy Family Marine Science Internship Program, designed to support underrepresented minority and 
economically disadvantaged undergraduate and post-graduate students from across the United States who are 
eager to gain hands-on experience in marine biology, ocean conservation, and laboratory-based science. 

This program is specifically designed for students who have not yet had the opportunity to participate in marine 
mammal research and are seeking a first step into the field.

ABOUT THE PROJECT

This year’s Blundy Fellow will work under the mentorship of Sebastian Caamaño, a graduate student at Moss 
Landing Marine Laboratories, on a project investigating foraging consistency in female northern elephant seals 
across their reproductive lifespans. The study aims to understand how individual foraging strategies influence 
reproductive success by analyzing the stable isotopic composition of approximately 300 lanugo (pup hair) samples 
collected over a 12-year period. This long-term dataset presents an exceptional opportunity to investigate how 
maternal foraging behavior influences life-history outcomes in this deep-diving marine mammal.

WHAT THE INTERN WILL DO

This is a hands-on, in-person laboratory internship based at Moss Landing Marine 
Laboratories (MLML). The Blundy Fellow will work closely with Sebastian and the 
MLML research community, gaining direct experience in stable isotope sample 
preparation and data organization.

Under Sebastian’s mentorship, the intern will:

Work on-site in the laboratory several days each week
Organize and catalog stable isotope samples
Learn to weigh and tin samples for analysis
Observe the chemical cleaning process (performed by trained researchers)
Assist with data entry, organization, and quality control
As experience allows, learn to conduct basic data analysis in R

The intern will also be welcomed into the MLML community, with opportunities to attend lab meetings, engage in 
research discussions, and connect with peers and mentors across disciplines.



LOGISTICS

This is an in-person position; remote participation is not possible.

Host: Sebastian Caamaño, Graduate Student, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
Affiliation: Blundy Family Marine Science Internship Program, California Ocean Alliance
Location: Moss Landing, California
Dates: January 20 – April 20, 2026
Time Commitment: 20 hours per week, on-site at Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
Compensation: $2,000 per month (paid internship)
Housing & Transportation: Not provided — interns must arrange own housing & reliable transportation to Moss 
Landing.

WHO SHOULD APPLY

This opportunity is open to undergraduate and post-graduate students who:

Are curious and motivated to learn new research skills
Have had limited access to marine science or research experiences but want to get started
Are detail-oriented, reliable, and organized
Are excited to join a supportive research community and contribute to marine mammal ecology

No prior laboratory or research experience is required — training, mentorship, and guidance will be provided 
throughout the internship.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Please submit the following materials as a single PDF file by the deadline, December 10th, 2025:

1.  Resume or CV (including relevant coursework, volunteer work, or extracurricular activities).
2.  Short personal statement (500–700 words) addressing the following prompts:

a.  What experiences or interests have sparked your curiosity about marine science or conservation?
b.  What motivates you to apply for this particular internship opportunity?
c.  How do you hope this experience will help you grow personally, academically, or professionally?
d.  What strengths or perspectives do you bring to a collaborative lab environment?
e.  You may include experiences outside of traditional academics — such as work, family, or community 

engagement — that have shaped your goals or approach to learning.
3.  Contact information for two references (e.g., faculty, mentors, or supervisors familiar with your academic 

or professional potential).

Submit applications to: ccasey@caoceanalliance.org AND ryajones@ucsc.edu AND sebastian.caamano@sjsu.edu 
(you must include all three emails in your application)

For more information, visit www.caoceanalliance.org

mailto:ccasey@caoceanalliance.org
mailto:ccasey@caoceanalliance.org
mailto:ryajones@ucsc.edu
mailto:ryajones@ucsc.edu
mailto:sebastian.caamano@sjsu.edu
mailto:sebastian.caamano@sjsu.edu

